St. John de Britto

St. John de Britto

1647-1693

Jesuit martyr in India. He was a native of Lisbon, Portugal, was dedicated at birth to St. Francis
Xavier, and was a noble friend of King Pedro. He entered the Jesuits at the age of fifteen. In
his effort to promote conversions among the native Indian people as a missionary to Goa, he
wandered through Malabar and other regions and even adopted the customs and dress of
the Brahmin caste which gave him access to the noble classes. In 1683, John had to leave India
but returned in 1691. Arrested, tortured, and commanded to leave India, he refused and was
put to death. Pope Pius Xll canonized him in 1947.



