
Forty Martyrs of England & Wales 

 

A famed group of Catholic martyrs who were put to death for the faith and who received 

canonization on October 25 , 1970, by Pope Paul VI. The saints belonging to this group are 

covered in individual entries, but the members are: Alban Roe (January 21), Alexander Bryant 

(December 1), Ambrose Barlow (September 11), Anne Line (February 27), Augustine Webster 

(May 4), Cuthbert Mayne (November 29), David Lewis (August 27), Edmund Arrowsmith 

(August 28), Edmund Campion (December 1), Edmund Gennings (December 10), Henry Morse 

(February 1), Henry Walpole (April 7), John Almond (December 5), John Boste (July24), John 

Houghton (May 4), John Jones (July 12), John Kemble (August 22), John Lloyd (July 22), John 

Payne (April 2), John Plessington (July 19), John Rigby (June 19), John Roberts (December 9), 

John Stone (May 12), John Southworth (June 27), John Wall (August 22), Luke Kirby (May 30), 

Margaret Clitherow (October 21), Margaret Ward (August 30), Nicholas Owen (March 2), 

Philip Evans (July 22), Philip Howard (October 19), Polydore Plasden (December 10), Ralph 

Sherwin (December 1), Richard Gwyn (October 17), Richard Reynolds (May 4), Robert 

Lawrence (May 4), Robert Southwell (February 21), Swithun Wells (December 10), and 

Thomas Garnet (June 26). 

St. John Houghton 

Protomartyr of the English Reformation. A native of Essex, he served as a parish priest after 

graduating from Cambridge. He then became a Carthusian and the prior of the Carthusian 

Charterhouse of London. As an opponent of King Henry Viii's Acts of Succession and 

Supremacy, he was arrested with other Carthusians but was released temporarily. He then 

refused to swear to the Oath of Supremacy, the first man to make this refusal. Dragged 

through the streets, he was executed at Tyburn with four companions by being hanged, 

drawn, and quartered. Parts of his remains were put on display in assorted spots throughout 

London. Pope Paul VI canonized him in 1970 as one of the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales. 

St. Robert Lawrence 

One of the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales. After joining the Carthusians, he served as 

prior of the Charterhouse at Beauvale, Nottinghamshire, at the time when King Henry VIII of 

England broke with Rome and launched the Dissolution of the Monasteries. Robert went with 

St. John Houghton to see Thomas Cromwell, who had them arrested and placed in the Tower 

of London. When they refused to sign the Oath of Supremacy, they were cruelly tortured and 



executed at Tyburn, making them among the first martyrs from the order in England. Beatified 

in 1886, Robert was canonized by Pope Paul VI with the other martyrs in 1970. 

St. Augustine Webster 

One of the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales, canonized in 1970. Augustine was a 

Carthusian prior of the Charterhouse at Axholme, England. He was arrested in London and 

martyred at Tyburn. 

St. Richard Reynolds 

Brigettine martyr of England and one of the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales. He was born 

in Devon, England, in 1492 and was educated at Cambridge. In 1513, he entered the 

Brigettines at Syon Abbey, Isleworth. When King Henry VIII demanded royal oaths, Richard 

and others opposed the monarch. They were executed at Tyburn. Richard was canonized in 

1970. 


